Reading Response Journals

When you write a response to a book, poem, article or information you are reading or have finished, or to something you have just experienced (a movie, a trip, a guest speaker, etc.), you may find the following suggestions helpful.

Note:  You can “retell, relate, reflect” in any order.

RETELL:

· Tell about the story, information, or experience  This story is about…(information) or  The first thing that happened…(chronology of events).
· Describe your favourite parts  The part I like best is…
· Make lists or webs to emphasize something

· Draw pictures to share a part of the reading or experience

RELATE:

· Make connections to other stories, poems, experiences of things you know or have witnessed  This reminds me of… or This makes me think of….
· Share your memories  I remember when…
· Share your feelings  I feel…
REFLECT:

· Ask questions  I wonder why… or I wonder if… or Why do you think…
· Make predictions  I think that… or Maybe…
· Share insights  Now I understand why…
